
December 6:  St. Nicholas of Myra  - Vespers 

A Reading  from  the  Wisdom  of  Solomon:  Though  the  righteous  be  prevented 
with death, yet shall he be in rest. For honorable age is not that which standeth in 
length  of  time,  nor  that  is  measured  by  number  of  years.  But  wisdom is  the gray 
hair unto men, and an unspotted life is old age. He pleased God, and was beloved 
of Him; so that, living among sinners, he was translated. Yea, speedily was he taken 
away, lest that wickedness should alter his understanding, or deceit beguile his soul. 
For  the  bewitching  of  naughtiness  doth  obscure  things  that  are  honest;  and  the 
wandering  of  lust  doth  undermine  the  simple  mind.  He,  being  made  perfect  in  a 
short time, fulfilled a long time; for his soul pleased the Lord; therefore hasted He 
to take him away from among the wicked. This the people saw, and understood not, 
neither laid they up this in their minds that His grace and mercy is with His saints, 
and that He doth visit His chosen.

A Reading from Proverbs:  The memory of the just is praised, and the blessing of 
the  Lord  is  upon  his  head.  Blessed  is  the  man  who  hath  found  wisdom,  and  the 
mortal who knoweth prudence. For it is better to traffic for her, than for treasures of 
gold and silver. And she is more valuable than precious stones: no precious thing is 
equal to her in value.  For length of existence and years of life are in her right hand; 
and  in  her  left  hand  are  wealth  and  glory:  out  of  her  mouth  righteousness 
proceedeth,  and  she  carrieth  law  and  mercy  upon  her  tongue.  Hearken  to  me,  O 
children,  for  I  will  speak  solemn  truths.  Blessed  is  the  man  who  shall  keep  my 
ways;  for  my  outgoings  are  the  outgoings  of  life,  and  in  them  is  prepared  favor 
from the Lord. Ye, O men, do I exhort; and utter my voice to the sons of men.  I, 
wisdom, have built up; upon counsel, knowledge and understanding have I called. 
Counsel and safety are mine; prudence is mine, and strength is  mine.  I  love those 
that love me; they that seek me shall find grace; O ye simple, understand subtlety, 
and  ye  that  are  untaught,  imbibe  knowledge.  Hearken  unto  me  again;  for  I  will 
speak  solemn  truths.  For  my  throat  shall  meditate  truth;  and  false  lips  are  an 
abomination before me.  All  the words of my mouth are  in  righteousness;  there is 
nothing in them wrong or perverse.  They are all  evident to  those that understand, 
and  right  to  those  that  find  knowledge.  For  I  will  instruct  you  in  truth,  that  your 
hope may be in the Lord, and ye may be filled with the Spirit.

A Reading from Proverbs:  The mouth of the righteous droppeth wisdom; but the 
tongue of the unjust shall perish. The lips of just men drop grace: but the mouth of 
the ungodly is  perverse.  False balances are an abomination before the Lord:  but a 
weight  is  acceptable unto  Him.  Wherever  pride  entereth,  there  will  also disgrace: 
but  the  mouth  of  the  humble  doth  meditate  wisdom.  The  integrity  of  the  upright 
shall guide them, but the overthrow of the rebellious shall spoil them. Possessions 
shall not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness will deliver from death. When 
a just man dieth, he leaveth regret: but the destruction of the ungodly is speedy and 
causeth  joy.  Righteousness  traceth  out  blameless  paths:  but  ungodliness 
encountereth unjust dealing. The righteousness of upright men delivereth them: but 
transgressors  are  caught  in  their  own  destruction.  At  the  death  of  a  just  man  his 
hope  doth  not  perish;  but  the  boast  of  the  ungodly  perisheth.  A  righteous  man 
escapeth  from a  snare,  and  the  ungodly  man  is  delivered  up  in  his  place.   In  the 
mouth  of  ungodly men  is  a  snare  for  citizens:  but  the  understanding  of  righteous 
men is prosperous. In the prosperity of righteous men a city prospereth, but at the 
destruction of  the  wicked there is  exultation.  At  the blessing of the upright  a  city 
shall be exalted, but by the mouths of ungodly men it is overthrown. A man void of 
understanding sneereth at his fellow citizens: but a sensible man is quiet.


